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LOCAL FOCUS. 
NATIONAL RESOURCES.

 5,000 employees nationwide
 175+ offices
 Employee-owned
 More than 50 Years of Service
 Services:

• Environmental
• Geotechnical
• Facilities
• Materials

Overview



GMRC Assessment Grant
 Assessment Grant

 $500,000 Grant Award
 Hazardous Substances & Petroleum

 Grant Tasks
• Brownfield Site Identification
• Phase I/II Environmental Site Assessments (ESA)
• Remediation & Reuse Planning
• Community Outreach
• Programmatic Support - Regulatory Reporting



What is a Brownfield?
“Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant.” EPA

A brownfield site is a property whose full use is hindered by fears of 
environmental contamination.



Brownfield Examples
 Vacant Properties
 Abandoned Properties
 Dry Cleaners
 Former Gas Stations
 Landfills
 Illicit Dump Sites
 Industrial Properties
 Junk Yards
 Mine Scarred and Adjacent Lands
 Rail Yards and Adjacent Facilities



EPA Assessment & Cleanup Grants
 Funding covers

- Community
Outreach/Engagement

- Site Inventory
- Phase I & Phase II Environmental

Site Assessments
- Generic & Site-Specific Quality

Assurance Project Plans
- Reuse & Remediation Planning:

Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup
Alternatives

- Site Cleanup
- EPA Approved Planning Activities
- Programmatic Support



 Potential unknows and blight 
hinder redevelopment

 Selling/Redeveloping properties 
requires Due Diligence

 Identify the risks
- Phase I ESA

 Understand the risks
- Phase II ESA

 Define the risks
- Feasibility Studies, Analysis of 

Brownfields Cleanup 
Alternatives

Brownfield Program Addresses:



Environmental Assessments
Phase I ESA
 Inspection of the property
 Interview of site owners and/or neighbors
 Review of environmental records
 Review of historical records

Phase II ESA
 Collection of samples from site
 Assessment to determine if site is contaminated
 Determines if suspected contaminants are 
present at concentrations above regulated levels



• Phase I ESA Reports are valid for 
180 Days

• Update Phase I ESA (after 180 days 
up to 360 days)

• Beyond 360 days - New Phase I ESA

Why a Phase I ESA?



Phase II ESA – Scope Considerations

 Adjust to Client and Lender 
Risk Tolerance
 Confirm or Deny Presence of 

Contamination
 Need to Define Release 

Mechanisms and Locations



Phase II ESA
Purchase Options of Contaminated Property

• Walk Away from the deal

• Purchase As Is

• Obtain Indemnification

• Obtain Brownfields Agreement



Cleanup/Reuse Planning
Analysis of Brownfield 
Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA)
 Integrates the results from 

Phase II ESA findings
 Serves as a framework for 

Remedial Action Plans
 Describes the different cleanup 

and cost options



Redevelopment of Brownfield
properties in your community can….

 Facilitate Job Growth

 Increases Local Tax Base

 Builds on Existing Infrastructure

 Promotes Partnerships

 Improves & Protects the Environment

 Strengthens the Marketplace

 Promotes Sustainable Redevelopment

 Fulfill the needs of the community

Benefits of Creating a Brownfield 
Program



 Participation is voluntary.
 Property owner will fill out an application form for GMRC 

to review.
 If the site is selected, the property owner will be asked 

to authorize site access (Site Access Agreement with 
Terracon).

 Property owner may withdraw from the program at any 
time.

How Do You Participate?



 Attend community 
meetings

 Sign up for the community 
emails

 Visit the GMRC website

How to Get 
Involved?



Amanda M. Herrit, M.S.
Project Manager
(423) 315-1449
Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com

Dallas Whitmill, P.E.
Senior Engineer
(423) 499-6111
Dallas.Whitmill@terracon.com

mailto:Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com
mailto:Dallas.Whitmill@terracon.com


BROWNFIELD PROGRAM
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

SITE SELECTION



WGInc.com

Community

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

PROGRAM BENEFITS

• Address Blight, Improve Community Appearance

• Improve Property Tax Revenue

• Economic Development Driver – Incentivize More Investment
                                                                   in the Community

• Uses Existing Infrastructure 



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

PROGRAM BENEFITS
Owners / Sellers

• No-cost Environmental Due Diligence Services for Seller - 
Could Qualify a Clean Property or Identify the Issues that 
Might Complicate the Transaction

• Could Help to Better Position a Property’s Sale - Attract 
Prospective Purchasers

• State or Federal Brownfield Program Cleanup Incentives



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

THE REGION’S BROWNFIELD SUCCESSES



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

THE REGION’S BROWNFIELD SUCCESSES
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BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

THE REGION’S BROWNFIELD SUCCESSES



WGInc.com

Community Resources
• Officials
• Administrators
• Residents
• Business Owners
• Non-Profit Agencies

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

BEST SOURCES TO IDENTIFY PROSPECTIVE BROWNFIELD SITES

Commercial Resources
• Brokers
• Site Owners/Sellers
• Prospective 

Purchasers/Developers



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

IDENTIFYING SITES

 Do You Know of a Property You Believe May be Contaminated? 

 Is the Property Vacant Because of Real or Perceived Contamination? 

 Is the Prospect of Real or Perceived of Contamination Troubling the 
Sale of the Property? 



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

Prospective Brownfield Sites



WGInc.com

Cornelia 
Veneer Mill

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

Priority Sites Listed in the EPA-Grant Application

• Operated from 1947 until 
2009.

• Vacant and abandoned 
wood mill sits on 10 acres in 
the City of Cornelia’s Urban 
Redevelopment Area.

• Derelict, steel-panel and 
concrete-block industrial 
buildings with rusty metal 
roofs occupy the mostly 
unpaved and unfenced site.



WGInc.com

Former
American Heritage
Furniture

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

• 3.2-acre property, vacant 
since 2015.

• Facility manufactured
• furniture for the Southeast 

for 57 years.
• The 1958-era buildings 

were demolished in 2015 
as part  of the owner’s 
plan for future economic 
development.

Priority Sites Listed in the EPA-Grant Application



WGInc.com

Lavonia Cotton Mill

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

• 1920s-era masonry 
building on 5.83 acres

• The cotton mill produced 
textile products for 70 
years.

• Closed in the 1990s.
• The majority of the 

unfenced site has been 
vacant for more than a 
decade.

Priority Sites Listed in the EPA-Grant Application



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

SITE INVENTORY



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

304 S Main St, Cleveland (Cleveland Donuts)

521 Franklin Springs St, Royston (Old Ty Cobb Hospital)



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

218, 226 & 238 North Main Street, Hiawassee (SAV-A-LOT Plaza)

Ted Chester St, Dawsonville (Fire-Damaged Restaurant)



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

168 Old Cleveland Rd, Cornelia 

8623 Murphy Hwy, Blairsville (Abandoned Gas Station)



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

1378 Us Highway 76 E, Hiawassee (Mixed-Use Property)

205 Silo Lane, Lavonia (Industrial Building)



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

523 Main St SW, Gainesville (Commercial/Retail)



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

QUESTIONS? PROSPECTIVE SITES!



WGInc.com

BROWNFIELD PROGRAM

SITE SELECTION CONTACTS

 Amanda Herritt
D (423) 602-2109 I M (423) 315-1449
Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com
Counties: Banks, Habersham, Lumpkin, Rabun, Stephens, White

Mike Fisher
O (470) 336-5058 | M 561-289-1070
Mike.Fisher@wginc.com
Counties: Dawson, Franklin, Hall, Hart, Towns, Union 

mailto:Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com
mailto:Mike.Fisher@wginc.com


THANK YOU
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