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• After two years, I am excited to report that we are back to having our monthly council 
meetings in person.   It was great to see everyone at our meeting this month, and a huge thank 
you to Banks County for hosting our meeting.   I enjoyed seeing everyone in  person, and look 
forward to many, many more this year! 

• I have recently been appointed to serve on the Southeast Regional Directors Institute 
(SERDI) Council of Peers.  SERDI is a voluntary professional development association for re-
gional council executive directors in the southeastern United States and provides technical as-
sistance and peer exchange for regional commission directors.   I am excited to represent 
Georgia and look forward to engaging with my peers in the other 11 states!  

• Earlier this month, the Economic Development Team, Whitney Williams, 
Gina Kessler, and I attended the Development District Association of Ap-
palachia (DDAA) and National Association of Development Organizations 
(NADO) conference in Washington, DC.   It was the first conference at-
tended since March 2019, and it was so great to be back with our peers 
from across the 13-state Appalachia Region.   Kudos to Whitney Wil-
liams, WorkSource Director who presented on Alternative 
Workforce Development Initiatives.  She did a great job! 

• At the Annual Business Meeting of DDAA, I was named 1st Vice-President of DDAA.    I am excit-
ed to represent Georgia on the DDAA Board and look forward to growing our Appalachian com-
munities.    

• The Economic Development team has been busy preparing Congressionally Directed Spending 
Funding requests through Senator Warnock’s Office for the following communities:  Towns County with Young Har-
ris and Hiawassee, City of Blairsville, City of Clayton, City of Dahlonega, City of Hartwell, and Town of Tallulah 
Falls.   

• May is Historic Preservation month!   Many of the region’s cities and towns have made great achievements at cele-
brating their historic downtowns and cultural heritage through preservation programs and initiatives.   Recently 
both Cornelia and Clarkesville have had their downtown historic districts added to the National Register of Historic 
Places.  To continue the success of these events and further collaboration, GMRC will be hosting a roundtable discus-
sion on Wednesday, May 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the GMRC office in Gainesville.  For more information, 
please contact Joe Rothwell at jrothwell@gmrc.ga.gov or 770-538-2619. 

• SAVE THE DATE:  GMRC will be hosting our Annual Newly Elected Officials Training on Wednesday, April 20th at 
the Lavonia Depot beginning at 9:00 a.m. and concluding by noon.  Please help us in spreading the word about the 

event to any newly elected official in your community.   Please RSVP to Gina Kessler at 
770-538-2607 or gkessler@gmrc.ga.gov 

• We were so blessed to have Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) Federal Co-
Chair, Gayle Manchin visit Appalachia Georgia this month.   Our team is proud of the part-
nership with ARC and the funding opportunities that are transforming our communities.    

 

• Thank you to Annaka Woodruff, ARC Program Manager for serving as our program speaker at this month’s council 
meeting.    Annaka gave a great overview of programs offered by the Appalachian Regional Commission and hope that 
our communities will take advantage of these funds for their community.   Please contact Daniel Martin at 770-538-
2610 or dmartin@gmrc.ga.gov if we can help your community prepare a grant application.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Feldman 

Heather Feldman 
Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Report 

mailto:jrothwell@gmrc.ga.gov
mailto:gkessler@gmrc.ga.gov
mailto:dmartin@gmrc.ga.gov
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Economic Development 

• The Georgia Mountains Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) committee recently met to discuss the five year rewrite which will be com-
pleted this year.  The committee completed a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportuni-
ties and Threats (SWOT) analysis to identify needs and opportunities in the re-
gion.  For more information on CEDS and how your voice can be heard in the plan-
ning process, visit our website at: https://www.gmrc.ga.gov/ceds   

 

• An Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) funding workshop was held on March 23rd in 
Blairsville to discuss grant opportunities for key projects in the region.  Thank you to our 
presenters, hosts and all who attended!   

• Registration is now open for The Georgia Academy for Economic Development’s newest course “The Essen-
tials.”  This course is suited to elected officials, local decision-makers, and any individual who wants to see 
their community thrive. Cost per one-day session is $195 and includes access to course materials and online 
resources, in-person networking, Academy branded SWAG, meals and a certificate of completion. Partici-
pants are welcome to attend any session location that is convenient for them.  For a complete list of class 
dates/locations: https://georgiaacademy.org/ . The closest class in our region is April 27th. Spaces are lim-
ited. Register online today at: The Essentials-Gainesville - Georgia Academy for Economic Development . 

Planning 

 American Planning Association will conduct its 
annual Spring Conference on April 21-22, 2022. 

The first day will feature a series of online training 
sessions, while the second day will see various 
mobile workshops available across the state, in-
cluding options in Athens and Atlanta.  All the ses-

sions will be eligible for CM credits for AICP plan-
ners. 

 

  

The DCA Office of Planning, in partnership with 
the Georgia Planning Association, offers a class 
called the Community Planning Institute (CPI) to 

Georgia’s planning commissioners, elected offi-
cials and local government staff. The Institute pro-
vides information about planning for land use, 

growth, and development. This is a two day class 
that covers the local com-prehensive planning 
process. You may be eligible for a scholarship for 
this CPI Class through the Denise Abboud Memorial 

Fund, Georgia Planning Memorial Foundation at 
The Georgia Planning Association website at GPA 
Scholarship. 
 

  

The GMRC remains available to provide education and retreat facilitation for local planning staff and offi-
cials. This can be a basic training for newly appointed commission members, or a special orientation based 
on an issue particular to your community.  We are also soliciting topics and ideas for more lunch and learn 

events.  If you have a topic of interest to your community, send your ideas to ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov 

GPA Spring Conference 

April 21-22, 2022 
Click here to register and learn more. 

 
COMMUNITY PLANNING INSTITUTE 
May 12-13, 2022 
Jekyll Island Club Resort 
Learn more the DCA’s web site here.  Registration 
is now open! 

 

https://www.gmrc.ga.gov/ceds
https://georgiaacademy.org/
https://georgiaacademy.org/session/the-essentials-gainesville/
mailto:ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov
https://georgiaplanning.org/spring-conference/
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/planning/local-planning/community-planning-institute
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WorkSource  

 

 

• Staff accompanied 14 Gainesville High School Seniors, interested in attending the 3rd 
Electro-Mechanical Bootcamp in May, on tours of the Georgia Poultry Laboratory Net-
work and Lanier Technical College- Hall campuses to explore this training opportuni-
ty in detail.  This collaboration between the Georgia Poultry Federation, Lanier Tech-
nical College, and WorkSource Georgia Mountains has successfully trained and em-
ployed 11 graduates!  

• WorkSource had the pleasure of presenting financial literacy & time management to Forsyth county students. 

• WorkSource is proud to announce two youth participants successfully completed the Virtual Work Experi-
ence Program that is partnered with Atlanta Career Rise. Congratulations!  

• During March, WorkSource staff attended community meetings in Banks, Dawson, Hart, Lumpkin, Rabun, 
Stephens, and Union Counties reaching over 200 community partners and agencies. Staff also attended 
meetings with United Way- Hall and Lanier Career Academy’s Economic Development Partnership luncheon. 

• WorkSource  hosted the first WIOA Talks session on March 9th.  More than 30 community 
members, teachers, partners, and interested applicants listened in and asked questions as 
Youth Program Supervisor, Ebony Tucker and Outreach Coordinator, Danielle Avelar covered 
the most frequently asked questions regarding the Youth Program.     

 
 

• The City of Cornelia has applied and been approved for a Firefighter 
Internship using WIOA Funding.  Funding is available on a first-come, first-served basis 
through Business Services.  Employers interested in partnering with WorkSource Georgia 
Mountains for Internships or On-the-Job Training or that need Incumbent Worker Training, 
should contact Niki McPherson at 770.538.2734 or nmcpherson@gmrc.ga.gov.  More infor-
mation can be found at www.gmrc.ga.gov/employers  

 
 

• WorkSource attended and presented a the GHTIC Transition Fair 
in Hall County on March 18th. Over 12 schools—200 juniors, seniors, 
and parents were in attendance! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• WorkSource would like to recognize Kelly Knowles , RN who participated with the 
WIOA program. She  successfully  received her Nursing degree and is actively work-
ing in a well respected hospital. She has wonderful words of encouragement for par-
ticipants. Way to go Kelly! 

 
 
 
 
• Lanier Technical College is seeking a part-time GED instructor to teach material at our WorkSource location. 

If you are interested, please click here for the full job description and requirements. 

• Future  Events: 
 WorkSource will be attending the Dawson County Teen Maze event on April 1, 2022. 

 

mailto:nmcpherson@gmrc.ga.gov
http://www.gmrc.ga.gov/employers
https://careers.georgia.gov/jobs/lanier-technical-college-part-time-adult-education-teacher-various-campus-locations-16928


 5 

Events Around the Region 

 
Georgia Mountain Storytelling  

Festival! 

April 1 and 2, 2022 

Virtual location  

Join online for a virtual celebration of 

the art of storytelling with  a number 

of storytellers and a Q&A session 

“live”.. 

$10 dollars per household—tickets 

free to teachers and students. 

To register or for more information 

please  visit their website. 

Pickin’ In the Park and Car Show   

 

639 Main Street 

Clermont, GA 30527 

 

Car Show 3pm-7pm/Live Music 7-9 

April 2, 2022 

May 7, 2022 

June 11, 2022 

Aug  6, 2022 

 

Clayton Farmers Market  
Reopening! 

 
April 2 - October 1, 2022 
9am-12pm Saturdays only 
 
Clayton Food Bank 
46 Plaza Way 
Clayton, GA 30525 
 
Homemade foods, plants, honey, 
breads, mushrooms, pottery, and 
more! 
 
Call (706)490-1179 or visit the page 
on Facebook for more information 

Stephens County 38th Annual 

 Egg Hunt 

 

April 9, 2022 

11 am sharp 

Stephens County Recreation Depart-
ment 
199 Rose Lane Park Drive 
Toccoa, GA 30577 
 
Ages: 2 & under, 3-4, 5-6, & 7-10 
 
Arrive at 10:30 and bring an easter 
basket—the hunt doesn’t last long! 
 
 
For information call: 706-886-5105 
 

Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds— 

Towns County 

Justin Moore—April 9, 2022 

Chris Janson—April 16, 2022 

Rhododendron Festival—April 22-

May22, 2022 

Miles Long Yard Sale—April 22 & 23, 

2022 

Memory Lane Car Show—April 29, 

2022 

Josh Turner—April 30, 2022 

Visit the website below for more info 

and ticket prices! 

Georgiamountainfairgrounds.com 

 Young Harris College  

 

Jazz Band Concert—Free Admission 

April 12, 2022, 7 pm—8:30 pm 

 

Pops on the Plaza—Free Admission 

April 19, 2022,  7 pm—8:30 pm 

 

 

 

Glenn-McGinnis Hall 

Young Harris College 

1 College Street 

Young Harris, GA 30582 

Annual Easter at the Farm 

 

Saturday, April 16, 2022 10am-5pm, 

Hunt at 2:00pm 

Hillside Orchard Farm & Country 

Store 

Farm actives all day. 

The annual egg hunt has over 10,000 

eggs hidden. Hunt is open and free to 

kids’ age 0-10, at 2:00pm.  

Hillside Orchard Farms  18 Sorghum 

Mill Dr, Lakemont, GA 30552  (706) 

782-2776 

 

4th Annual Georgia  

Bigfoot Conference 

 

Saturday, April 16, 2022 9:30am-

5:30pm 

Rabun County Civic Center, Clayton, 

GA 

Tickets and vendor booths go on sale 

February 20 and the link will appear 

on the GEORCIA BIGFOOT CONFER-

ENCE Facebook page. Featured speak-

ers include Robin Hanes McCray and 

her husband Pat, Matthew Delph and 

Dr. John Stamey. 

www.GeorgiaBigfootConference.org 

 

Hatch Camp and Art Farm 

 

Season opens April 23, 2022 

 

Joe Speed Road 

Clayton, GA 30525 

 

Live concerts, fly fishing & camping. 
Visit Facebook for more information! 

https://host.regform.com/2022-georgia-mountain-storytelling-festival/
https://www.facebook.com/claytonfarmers
https://georgiamountainfairgrounds.com/
http://www.GeorgiaBigfootConference.org
https://www.facebook.com/hatchcamp/
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UPCOMING GMRC COUNCIL MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS 

 Councilman Ariemma is a long-time resident of Dahlonega, nearly 28-years. Both he 
and wife Catherine of 34 years raised their daughters in Dahlonega and the Lumpkin 
County School System and are active in the community. As an entrepreneur and busi-
nessman, Ariemma had the opportunity to retire from the corporate world nearly two 
decades ago. This allowed him to invest in Dahlonega. His property holdings include 
several commercial properties, including city businesses consisting of a hotel and pri-
vate villas for overnight guests, retail stores, and several convenience stores. This is 
Ariemma’s second time serving on the council. 

Ariemma is a graduate of Northwood University with a BBA in Management / Computer Science and Finance. His 
work career has been primarily in the Automotive Refinishing industry. In 1995, he co-founded and was a princi-
pal owner of Single Source Inc, which is a national distributor for automotive refinishing products. Councilman 
Ariemma is currently active as a board member for the St. Vincent DePaul Society, providing much assistance to 
the needy of his community. As the founder of the Michigan Epsilon chapter of Phi Delta Theta international fra-
ternity, councilman Ariemma is also the Chapter Board Chairman and chapter advisor for the newly chartered 
Phi Delta Theta chapter at the University of North Georgia. 

When the councilman is not riding motorcycles across the U.S. and Canada, his love and passion are for his grow-
ing family (he just became a grandfather for the third time), historic preservation, and keeping Dahlonega’s his-
toric properties maintained.  

Thank you Councilman Ariemma for your service to our region! 

 

 
 April 28 2022* City of Lavonia and Franklin County/Patrick Fulbright, Area Di-

rector Small Business Development Center 
 May 26, 2022 Dawson County / Reggie Taylor, USDA 
 June 30, 2022  City of Hiawassee / iParametics Disaster Resilience Plan 
           
GMRC Council Meetings begin at 6:00 PM; Executive Committee meets prior at 5:00 
PM.  

 

GMRC COUNCIL SPOTLIGHT! 

Councilman Johnny Ariemma, Post 4, Dahlonega GA 


