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• I would like to welcome our newest council member, Ms. Carly Adam.  Ms. Adam serves as the Private Sector 
member for White County and works as the Executive Assistant at Pioneer RESA.  We  recently had an orientation 
with Carly to share the programs and services of the GMRC and get to know each other.  We are excited to have 
Carly join our GMRC team!  

• We are pleased to welcome two new county managers for Region 2:  Ms. Alicia Vaughn is serving as the Inter-
im County Manager for Habersham County, and Mr. Alan Ours is the new Lumpkin County Manager.   A huge 
GMRC welcome to both new managers, and we look forward to working with them in their new roles. 

• Congratulations to the City of Toccoa on receiving the Georgia Downtown Asso-
ciation’s Premier Partner Award for the Amtrak Waiting Platform Revitalization.  Af-

ter many years of trying to revitalize the platform, in 2020, Amtrak and the City of Toccoa collabo-
rated to see an expanded 800-foot platform at the Historic Toccoa Train Depot. In addition to the 
raised, ADA-accessible platform, multiple quality-of-life improvements were installed, including 20 
historically-inspired lights selected by city staff.    

• Congratulations to the City of Cornelia on receiving the Georgia Downtown 
Association’s Best Placemaking Project award for Fenders Alley and The Yard.  Also, a special congratulations 
on receiving the Outstanding Community Transformation award!  This is an overall award that goes to a 
downtown program that has achieved a successful, preservation-based downtown revival.   

 

 

•  On August 12th, I had the great honor to participate with the University of 
North Georgia’s first Regional Education and Economic Development (REED) Tour with university 
leaders.  It was a great day touring Gainesville and Hall County with stops at the Georgia Poultry 
Lab, Syfan Logistics, Advanced Studies Center at Gainesville High School, and King’s Hawaiian.    

• We are so excited that the GMRC received three National Association of Development Organiza-
tions (NADO) Impact Awards for the following projects: 

 Towns County Economic Development Strategy 

 Fox Factory Expansion Project 

 Electro-Mechanical Academy 

Congratulations to the staff and our communities on their award winning projects! 

• The Planning Department recently submitted two Rural Zones Applications for the City of Clayton and the City of Lavonia.  

         We look forward to hearing back from DCA on these applications.  

• The deadline for state fiscal recovery funds has been extended to Oct. 31st. Please contact our office if   we can be of assistance.
    

 

• Congratulations to the Stephens County Chamber of Commerce for being a 5-star Accredited  

         Chamber.  There are only 129 5-star chambers in the America.  What a great accomplishment!! 

 

• Due to the rise in COVID cases throughout the region, the Annual Meeting Committee has met and decided to postpone having 
the Annual Meeting this year.  While we are saddened that we can’t have this wonderful event for the 2nd year in a row, the health 
of our council members, staff, cities, counties, and community partners are safe.  We will still have our annual awards later this 
year virtually and look forward to honoring the recipients. 

 

  
Sincerely, 

 

Heather Feldman 
Executive Director  

Heather Feldman 
Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Report 
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Economic Development 

Thank you to all who attended the Regional Economic Develop-
ers workshop on 8/9/21 at the Regional Commission.   It was 
great to hear about the exciting things happening in everyone’s 
respective communities as well as the dialogue regarding op-
portunities and challenges in the region.  Thank you to Paul 
Chambers with AT&T for sponsoring lunch.   

 

Georgia Mountains Disaster Recovery Survey  

As you have probably experienced, the COVID-19 pandemic shed 
light on emergency preparedness and the need for better tools to be more resilient.  In an effort for 
the Georgia Mountains Region to be better equipped to withstand future disasters or pandemics, we 
are working to build a stronger resiliency plan to supplement our Comprehensive Economic Develop-
ment Strategy (CEDS).  As a community leader, your input will be very valuable.  We would appreci-
ate your help by taking this brief survey which will provide feedback on how well our community 
leaders are prepared for future disasters.   To take the survey, please follow this link:  https://
forms.office.com/r/5iTA1eh2Cc 

 

Congratulations to the City of Toccoa on receiving the Georgia 
Downtown Association’s Premier Partner Award for the 
Amtrak Waiting Platform Revitalization.  After many years of 
trying to revitalize the platform, in 2020, Amtrak and the City 
of Toccoa collaborated to see an expanded 800-foot platform 
at the Historic Toccoa Train Depot. In addition to the raised, 
ADA-accessible platform, multiple quality-of-life improve-
ments were installed, including 20 historically-inspired lights 
selected by city staff.                                            

Congratulations to the City of Cornelia on receiving the 
Georgia Downtown Association’s Best Placemaking Project 
award for Fenders Alley and The Yard.  Also, a special con-
gratulations on receiving the Outstanding Community Trans-
formation award!  This is an overall award that goes to a 
downtown program that has achieved a successful, preserva-
tion-based downtown revival.       

                                                                                                                                                           

https://forms.office.com/r/5iTA1eh2Cc
https://forms.office.com/r/5iTA1eh2Cc
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• The City of Royston has contracted with GMRC to update the Rosehill Cemetery maps and to create an online mapping 
application. 

• GMRC will be hosting a virtual workshop presented by the Office of Transportation Data at GDOT on the Local Road 
Activity (LRA) Program for municipalities and counties in our Region to comply with State Code 32-4-41 and 32-4-91.  The 
virtual workshop will be held on September 14th at 11:00 am. 

• On August 12th, the U.S. Census Bureau released the PUBLIC LAW 94-171 data file (redistricting data files).  Click here 
for the  web map link so that you may review the newly released data for the County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Systems 

 

Planning 

 

Broadband Update 

As we’ve all learned during this pandemic access to broadband technology can make a difference in business productivity 
and personal communication.  For those that missed it, the mapping tools on the Georgia Broadband Program updated the 
data used in their mapping tools.  The new Broadband Accessibility map is more refined and based on 2021 information, 
revealing much more territory in rural areas as lacking competitive broadband connectivity.  The older maps were based 
on more general Census information with a very low qualifier.  The updated information reflects a more accurate reach of 
utility lines in the area.  The web site also features a tool to identify Census Blocks eligible for the Georgia Broadband Devel-
opment Initiative (GBDI) grant programs.  As communities develop their strategies for enhancing local broadband connec-
tivity, they’re encouraged to review these materials and speak with staff at the Georgia Broadband program to learn about 
the different resources available to eligible communities. The GMRC will continue to assist communities seeking to add or 
improve the Broadband Assessment element within their comprehensive plans, and if we can do anything else to help your 
community in utilizing access to the GDBI programs please let us know.                                                                                          

                                                                                                                 Map depicting Census Blocks eligible for the GBDI program  

                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Updated broadband  map showing “unserved” areas in light yellow.   

 

https://mtgis-portal.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=2566121a73de463995ed2b2fd7ff6eb7&fbclid=IwAR3BbZNuy_QFDxwacB_vmQsBKU7-rmylq6MU5LAChPRHtM5hfyJ6eHiO-0g
https://broadband.georgia.gov/
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WorkSource  

 

• The Electro-Mechanical Ammonia Refrigeration Academy at Lanier Tech and in partnership with the Georgia 
Poultry Federation kicks off September 7th!   Participants from Habersham, Hall, Hart, and Lumpkin coun-
ties will receive multiple certifications and are guaranteed interviews with poultry companies in their area. 
We still have two spots left!  Contact Catherine Allen for more information on how to participate in the pro-
gram - 770.538.2732 or callen@gmrc.ga.gov. 

 

• You heard about the success of the welding bootcamp, now you can watch it in action here!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• We have two more scheduled  in Hall County: 

   October 4th and October 19th              

  Location To Be Determined. Please refer any interested  parties to Catherine Allen, 770.538.2732  or   
email  address:  callen@gmrc.ga.gov 

• Youth Division Update: 

 One participant completed their Certified Nursing Assistant Certificate. 

 Two (2) participants succeeded in college completions. 

 One participant will be starting ElectroMechanical Bootcamp this September.  

                        We are extremely proud of the accomplishments our youth continue to do!  

mailto:callen@gmrc.ga.gov
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=348617980239781
mailto:callen@gmrc.ga.gov
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WorkSource  
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UPCOMING GMRC COUNCIL MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS 

 

 

This month we recognize Ginger Little. She’s been with  GMRC for 9 

1/2 years.  She works with the WIOA case management files making 

sure participants have all the required information and proper paper-

work , as well as processing reimbursements for supplies.  

“It is rewarding working with the participants from the beginning of 

their program and then getting to see them obtain their dream job. It 

gives me a sense of gratification.”  

Ginger  is married  to her husband  Mark, 29 years and counting. They 

have two daughters, Jennifer 25, and  Rachel 18, who will be graduat-

ing this year. She enjoys the beautiful mountains of our region as well 

as the flowing rivers. She grew up on Lake Lanier  enjoying all it has 

to offer and has very fond memories she cherishes. In her spare time, 

she enjoys reading, shopping with her girls, and rejoicing with her 

church family, Chestatee Baptist Church. She resides next  door to her childhood home, in-between her parents 

and grandparents.  She is an alma mater to Lanier Elementary and a North Hall High School. After 17 years in the 

banking industry, she has worked numerous positions until her most recent position as A/DW Case Manager.  In 

her own words: “After 5 years working in the Intake Department I transferred to the position of Adult/Dislocated 

Worker Case Manager. I always joke around that when I was in banking I had to say "I'm sorry, there is a fee with 

that," to now I say "it is free, as long as you qualify". I sleep much better at night now. “  Thank you Ginger for your 

commitment to GMRC!   

 

GMRC STAFF SPOTLIGHT! 

Ginger Little, A/DW Case Manager, Worksource 

  Sept. 30, 2021    City of Cleveland/White County 

 Oct. 28, 2021      City of Dahlonega/Lumpkin County * 

 Nov. 18, 2021     City of Dawsonville/GMRC Audit, Rushton & Company 
                

    GMRC Council Meetings begin at 6:00 PM; Executive Committee meets prior at 5:00 PM. 

   *WD Board Meeting at 4:00 PM 

GMRC Annual Meeting Cancellation  

 Unfortunately, due to the rising number of COVID cases the GMRC has decided to cancel 
its 2021 Annual Meeting. While this is such a fun event, the health and safety of our communi-
ties is of paramount importance.  We will still have our annual awards later this year virtually 

and look forward to honoring the recipients. 


