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The Georgia Mountains Workforce Development Youth Council met on Thursday, 
October 17, 2013 at the Dawson County Board of Education, in Dawsonville, GA.  
 
 Attendees were: 
 

Members Staff Guest 
Bindy Auverman Jessica Williams Niki Simmons 

Scott Crain Patrick Shuler Bonnie Laffredo 
Tina Pratt Danielle Avelar Jenny Stowers 

Chevalier Ruff Samantha O’Day Shawn Howell (proxy for Brenda Dalin) 
   

  
Jessica Williams, Youth Supervisor called meeting to order and welcomed attendees.  
 
New Business 
Approval of new council members 
 
Scott Crain, Hall County Schools gave nomination for Chevalier Ruff, Hall County Boys & 
Girls Club to become the new Chair for the Youth Council.  Tina Pratt, Northeast Georgia 
Housing Authority gave motion to select Ms. Ruff as Chairman.  Bindy Auverman, 
Dawson County Schools seconded the motion.  All attendees were in favor. 
 
Additional Council Members to be voted in: 

• Lynn Warren - Banks County Schools 
• Niki Simmons – Job Corps 
• Elaine Brinkley & Jarred Campbell – Camp Toccoa 
• Bonnie Laffredo – Habersham United Way 
• Jenny Stowers – Towns County Schools 

Scott made motion to accept all nominees to the council.  Tina seconded, all were in 
favor. 
 
Jessica asked the council if they had anymore nominations to send them to her so that 
they could be voted on in the next meeting. 
 
Moving on with new business Jessica explained that she will be interviewing for a part-
time job coach for Project Search.  Vocational Rehabilitation was funding the position, 
but since their funding is on hold Workforce Development will be assisting with funding. 
The Workforce Development Board selected interviewees.  Jessica explained that the 



Minutes 
Youth Council Meeting 

Georgia Mountains Workforce Development 
October 17, 2013  

Dawson County Board of Education 
        Dawsonville, GA  

 
majority of the students in Project Search are participants in our youth services 
program. 
 
Chevalier introduced Danielle Avelar, Youth Services Case Manager who explained that 
staff is preparing for the 2014 summer program.  Danielle went over the proposed 
overview calendar.  She explained that staff agreed that doing the overview session last 
year worked well, but sessions started too early.  This year’s overview sessions will start 
a little later and go into February.  Staff will be visiting all 13 counties to take 
applications for the summer, and most of the overviews will be held at the high schools.  
Danielle explained that we have confirmed spots in all counties except for White, 
Lumpkin, and Dawson but she has emailed the principals of those schools. 
 
Bindy asked if the principal of Hightower Academy had been notified about the 
overview session in Dawson.  She explained that it is a new alternative school in the 
area. 
 
Danielle answered that they had been added to our list and that in previous years 
application material was mailed out to all the school principals, vice principals, 
counselors, work base learning coordinators, special education teachers/chairs and 
CTAE coordinators.  Information was posted on websites and overview sessions were 
held from 3-6pm so that parents were able to attend.  Danielle asked that the council 
members assist us this year in getting the word out.  
 
Jessica moved to the next agenda item, changes to the youth work statement.  Jessica 
explained that she met with youth staff to agree on adding a new barrier to 
employment so that we could assist more youth in the future.  The additional barrier is 
for youth that reside in a non-traditional household, such as living with grandparents, 
guardian, or some other type of non-parent responsible for the youths care. This will 
also apply to youth that have parents that have been incarcerated for 6 consecutive 
months or more.  
 
Scott made a motion to approve the additional barrier, seconded was given by Bindy.  
All were in favor. 
 
Jessica stated that if council members do not have a copy of the current youth work 
statement and would like a copy to contact her and she would get it to them.  She 
stated that the council approved additional barrier would need to be presented to the 
Workforce Development Board before we could start accepting youth under it. 
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Old Business 
 
Chevalier introduced Patrick Shuler, Youth Services Program Assistant who informed the 
council that there are 3 new programs beginning this program year; Towns County, 
Dawson County and East Hall Community Center’s After-School Programs.  Danielle 
stated that staff has been working with Karen Owens, Director of the East Hall 
Community Center, and John Huebner, who started with us in the 2012 summer 
program as a summer counselor.  Mr. Huebner is working in the after-school program as 
the program coordinator and tutor.  The program operates on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and at this time has 4 youth that are attending regularly.  Staff has added motivational 
art pieces and furniture to the room and the program has had a successful start.   
 
Bindy talked about the mentoring grant that she received to open up a Prevention Club 
House in Dawson County.  She is working with the middle school, high school and 
Hightower Academy to get youth, and Workforce will begin a tutoring program there 
after-school.  Bindy explained there are only three club houses in the state of Georgia.  
One is in Lagrange, GA that is run by the 100 Black Men Group, another in Gwinnett that 
is run by SEPA and it is Latino based and the one in Dawson.  She stated that this is a 
new concept and the program is preparing and equipping youth for employment and 
healthy lifestyles.  The club house is equipped with lots of tech equipment such as: 

• Big screen televisions 
• 3D printers 
• Laptops 
• Ipads 
• Galaxy’s 
• Wi-Fi 

She said the goal is to reach at least 50 youth through the school year.  The club house is 
open from 3-6 pm and they have a bus that takes the youth home.  She is still involved 
with the mentor program and uses the mentors to focus on the elementary school and a 
secondary program that focuses on getting youth into and finishing post-secondary 
education.  Bindy stated that she has found that youth who start post-secondary 
education dropout because of the lack of support. By working with Workforce and 
youths’ parents, she hopes to see more youth graduate.  There are eight kids attending 
the club house that were referred by the school system. The school system was looking 
at poverty level, youth failing to thrive academically, or socially, truancy, low soft skills 
and substance abuse. She plans to keep club house open during the summer and to plan 
field trips on Saturdays.  The open house is scheduled for October 29, 2013 and she 
invited everyone to come and see the facility.  She is excited about sharing services 
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because the youth that attend are qualified for services through workforce.  She has a 
passionate staff committed to working with these youth to get them stronger so that 
when they return to school, they will be able to thrive. 
 
Patrick stated that he is in the process of restarting the after-school program at 
Chestatee High School.  He has also talked to Gainesville High School and they are 
interested in a tutoring and year round work experience program. 
 
Jessica announced the program at the Regional Youth Detention Center in Gainesville 
will begin on November 1st.  She explained that she has been working with Lanier 
Technical College to obtain and train a GED instructor that will be able to give the GED 
at the center.  Jessica hopes that youth who obtain their GED at the center will then 
transition in to the college/tech school program. Life skill workshops will also be 
incorporated at the center. 
 
Patrick told the council that he has been visiting and speaking to foster homes to see 
what their needs are and how youth services can partner with them. He has already 
visited Rainbow Children’s Home in Lumpkin County, which is a home for girls only.  
Angela Pugh is a recent addition to youth services.  She is a certified life coach and will 
be setting up workshops at the group homes to help teach the youth skills they will need 
after coming out of care.  Jessica will introduce Angela at the next council meeting. 
 
Samantha O’Day, Youth Intake Specialist updated the council on the 1st annual Cruisin’ 
for Coats, coat drive.  She let the council know that the coat drive is still in progress and 
she plans to accept coats until November 1st.  The car show was held on September 14th 
at the Georgia Racing Hall of Fame in Dawsonville, GA there were 26 cars registered and 
44 coats were donated.  There was also a cash donation of $244 even though they were 
not asked for.  So far there have been a total of 206 coats donated from all of the 13 
counties and Samantha asked the council to help her get them out to people in their 
communities that needed them. 
 
Approvals for previous meeting minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Jessica asked for a nomination for Vice Chair for the council.  Scott Crain nominated Tina 
Pratt, and she accepted.  Motion to approve Tina as Vice Chair was given by Shawn 
Howell, proxy for Brenda Dalin of Ninth District Opportunity.  Seconded was given by 
Bindy. 
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Chevalier asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jenny Stowers gave motion to 
adjourn, seconded was given by Scott.  All were in favor. 
 
 
Recorders Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 


